
Welcome to GCSE Evening 



Mr J. Richardson 
Principal Leigh Academy Strood 





Our foundations

We hold the highest expectations and embed positive engagement as part of our curriculum

We teach an ambitious and knowledge rich curriculum

We inspire every individual to become an active global citizen

We are relentless in creating a better world 

We develop strong, collaborative community relations

We take pride in our safe, nurturing and inclusive learning environment

We lead with expertise

We care about our staff 

We harness the power of technology 

We promote social justice through excellent outcomes for all



Our values
We explicitly teach our values which are embedded within the heart of our 
academy. They are central in everything we do. 

Our academy values provide our framework to enable our journey to excellence.





Ms A. Panayi 
Associate Assistant Principal

Raising Attainment in Y10 



Meet the Team 

C. Pleasant
Deputy Principal

‘‘To provide strategic leadership of the curriculum to enable all pupils to secure the very best outcomes. As well as the day-to-day 
operational systems of the academy”

S. Fatania  
Assistant Principal

‘‘To provide strategic leadership of Key Stage 4 Outcomes”

N. Kidwai
Associate 

Assistant Principal
Interventions

A. Webster
Associate 

Assistant Principal
Rewards

Metacognition 

A.Panayi
Associate

Assistant Principal
Year 10 Raising Attainment 



What is the Ebacc

The Department for Education recommends these core subjects, which make up the English 
Baccalaureate (EBacc), and help keep options for young people open:

English 
Literature 

and
English 

Language

Maths

Ebacc Group
Combined Science 
Computer Science

History or Geography
Languages

Open Group
Arts, Drama, Music, PE, 
Finance, DIT, Catering, 

Sociology etc



Old Grades Numerical Grade Vocational Grades

A* 9
8
7

Level 2 Distinction*

A Level 2 Distinction

B 6

C 5 - Strong pass
4 - Standard pass

Level 2 Merit 
Level 2 Pass

D
3

2

1

Level 1 Distinction

Level 1 Merit

Level 1 Pass

E

F

G

U U NYA



Whats on offer…

Additional Lessons

Period 7 lessons module 3 
onwards 3.20-4.00pm.

Pastoral Support
A college team of 10 staff 
members on hand to 
support with students 
wellbeing.

Curriculum Advisors

Working with experts in 
their field to lead bespoke 
sessions for our pupils. 

Mocks

One round of mocks to help 
prepare pupils for exams. 

Work Experience

During module 5 students 
will complete a full week of 
work experience .

Bespoke targeted 
support

After each data entry 
student are targeted by 
teachers for targeted 
support .

Careers Meetings
Every pupil will receive a 
1-2-1 discussion regarding 
their next steps by the end 
of Y10. 

Rewards

Daily, weekly and modular 
rewards. 

Metacognition 

Tailored sessions during P1 
to teach students how to 
revise, and healthy study 
habits.



The Journey

Module 6Module 5Module 4Module 3Module 2Module 1

Welcome to GCSE

- Deadline for 
options changes

- Welcome to GCSE 
evening  

Developing 
knowledge

-Assessment 
Window

P7 Lessons

-  Full period 7 
lessons starting

- Parents Evening
-  Reports

Deepening 
knowledge

- Careers Meetings

Mocks

- Mocks
- Mock Results 

Afternoon
- Careers Meetings
- Reports

Recall and Refine

- Work Experience
- Careers Meetings 



“Every second counts”

Start of period 7 - 103 days 

Start of Y10 mocks- 257 days 

First Y11 exam- 593 days 



Mrs. A Webster 
Director of Learning English 



One whole GCSE
→ Assessed via two papers

Literature Paper 1 - 40%
→ Macbeth
→ Jekyll and Hyde

Literature Paper 2 - 60%
→ An Inspector Calls
→ Power and Conflict poetry anthology
→ Unseen poetry

English Literature

How are you assessed?
● Analysis of writer's’ intentions through 

the analysis of language and structure
● Understanding of the context in which 

the texts were written and received
● 8 overall marks for SPAG

How are you assessed?
● Analysis of language and structure
● Evaluation
● Comparison of texts
● Writing: content and organisation as 

well as technical accuracy

English Language
One whole GCSE
→ Assessed via two papers

Language  Paper 1 - 50%
Explorations in creative reading and writing
→ Reading
→ Writing

Language  Paper 2 - 50%
Writers’ viewpoints and perspectives
→ Reading
→ Writing

What does English look like at GCSE?

Spoken Language

A compulsory speaking and 
listening exam that is an 
endorsement for the Language 
exam 

How are you assessed?
● Internally assessed
● Pre prepared on a topic of your choice
● Graded as a pass, merit, distinction



How are you assessed?
● Internally assessed
● Pre prepared on a topic of your choice
● Graded as a pass, merit, distinction

What does our programme of English Literature look like at Strood?

Modules 1 and 2
MACBETH

Literature paper 1

Module 3
UNSEEN POETRY
Literature paper 2

Modules 3 and 4
AN INSPECTOR CALLS
Literature paper 2

Modules 5 and 6
POWER AND CONFLICT 
POETRY
Literature paper 2

Next year: Jekyll and Hyde



What does our programme of English Language look like at Strood?

Year 11:

Modules 1-6 - 
Revision!

Vestibulum congue 
tempus

Lorem ipsum

Language paper 
1 section A

Module 1

Language paper 
2 section B

Module 4
Vestibulum congue 
tempus

Module 2

Language paper 
2 section A

Module 3

Language paper 
1 section B



How are you assessed?
● Internally assessed
● Pre prepared on a topic of your choice
● Graded as a pass, merit, distinction

What does our programme of English Language look like at Strood?

Language paper 
1 section B

Module 2

Language paper 
2 section A

Module 3

Language paper 
2 section B

Module 4

Language paper 
1 section A

Module 1

Year 11:
Modules 1-6 - 

Revision!



How are you assessed?
● Internally assessed
● Pre prepared on a topic of your choice
● Graded as a pass, merit, distinction

★ High quality teaching 
★ Set and mark 

assessments
★ Maximised extended 

writing opportunities

What 
will we 

do?

● Schemes of learning are reviewed and 
improved every year

● We have added additional unseen poetry 
teaching

● Assessments on a modular basis
● Dedicated improvement lessons

★ Support your child to 
complete reading and 
homework

★ Encourage them to attend 
interventions

★ Encourage them to read!

What 
can 
you 
do?

● Homework is set weekly and is currently on the 
Seneca platform based on recall

● Reading is crucial, the average reading age of texts 
on the English exams is 15 years and 7 months!

● Read across all genres and text types

★ Complete all reading that 
is set by class teachers

★ Complete all homework 
set

★ Attend any scheduled  
interventions 

What will 
our 

students 
do?

● In some instances reading may need to be 
completed at home - all texts will br available 
for free on the English Google Classroom

● Interventions will be on Tuesdays



Ms. N Oluwadare 
Director of Learning Maths



3  equally weighted 
papers(Paper 1,2 & 3)

Foundation TierHigher Tier

Assessment Dates:
● Summative Assessment 

(Module 3) 
● Mock Exam (June)

GCSE MATHS
(Edexcel 

Exam Board)

(Grades 1 to 5)(Grades 3 to 9)



Year 10 Structure

Set 3

Set 1

Set 2

Set 4

Intervention Group

Foundation Paper

Foundation Paper

Higher paper

Higher Paper



Supporting your child……

3

1

2

4

5 Attendance

Past Papers

Homework Club

Sparx Homework

Number skills  Timestable

Addition and Subtraction Skills

Multiplication and Division Skills

Fractions & Percentages

Rounding



Ms. S MacGregor 
Director of Learning Science



Board: AQA

Course: Combined Science

Pathway: Trilogy

Grading: 17-point scale (1-1 to 9-9)

Tiering: Higher/Foundation



★ This pathway has 6 external exams (May/June 2027)

★ 2x Biology, 2x Chemistry and 2x Physics



Required Practicals

There are 21 required practicals that must be 
completed during the course of the next 2 years.  
These will be examined in the written papers.

We recommend using dedicated practical lab 
books, these are available to purchase for £3.10 
from parent pay (any questions, speak to Mrs 
Fletcher).

DO NOT take it home!!! (Until they are completed).



Tiers of entry matter!

AQA science tiers of entry refer to the two levels of exams, 
Foundation Tier and Higher Tier, that students can be 
entered for in GCSE Science to earn a grade ranging from 
1-1 to 9-9. The Foundation Tier covers grades 1-1 to 5-5, 
while the Higher Tier covers grades 4-4 to 9-9.

If you do not achieve a grade of 4-4 or higher on a higher-tier 
AQA science paper, you will receive an unclassified (U) 
result, as the lowest grade available on the Higher Tier is a 
grade 4.



Striving for success in Science!!

Ask questions

Engage with opportunities

Seek support

Start now!



Mr S Fatania
Assistant Principal



Module Review

Exam weighting

Direct revision 
material

All on our
new website

Coming end 
of M1

Exam Specification 





Every second counts
5 minutes per lesson
25 minutes per day

125 minutes per week
4,750 minutes in 38 weeks

79.1 hours 
of learning missed!

Over 3 weeks of learning
15.8 days absence  

https://www.timeanddate.com/countdown/to?iso=20250512T09&p0=5057&msg=2025+Exams&ud=1&font=slab


Our foundations

We hold the highest expectations and embed positive engagement as part of our curriculum

We teach an ambitious and knowledge rich curriculum

We inspire every individual to become an active global citizen

We are relentless in creating a better world 

We develop strong, collaborative community relations

We take pride in our safe, nurturing and inclusive learning environment

We lead with expertise

We care about our staff 

We harness the power of technology 

We promote social justice through excellent outcomes for all
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Attendance Punctuality Revision Period 7


